
Please amend Claims 1 to 6, 8 and '10 to 15, and add new Claims 16 to 29 as 
shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, now read as follows: 



nT . (Currently amended) A method for the secure printing of print data from a 
client application residing on a data network to an interface device a s e t top box which has a 
printer, said interface device set top box residing on a digital cable network which has a cable 
head end for interfacing said digital cable network to said data network, said method comprising 
the steps of: \ 

generating print datasin said client application; 

determining whether a secure communication path exists between said client 
application and said interface device set topsbox ; 

transmitting, in response to a determination that said secure communication path 
exists, said print data from said client application ft) said interface device s e t top box ; and 

sending said print data from said interlace device set top box to said printer for 
printing. \ 

2. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the step for 
determining whether said [[a]] secure communication path exists between said client application 
and said interface device set top box includes the use of a secure protocol between said client 
application and said cable head end, and between said cable head end and said interface device 
set top box . \ 
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3. (Currently amended) A method 'according to Claim 2, wherein the step for 
determining whether said [[a]] secure communication path exists between said client application 
and said interface device S s e t top box further includes a confirmation through said secure protocol, 
that said cable head end is a secure location, and a confirmation, through said secure protocol, 
that said interface device set top box is a secure location. 

4. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the step for 
transmitting, in response to a determination that said secure communication path exists, said print 
data from said client application to said interface device s e t top box includes sending said print 
data from said client application to said catfie head end in a device-independent format, 
transforming said print data from said device-independent format to a rasterized format which 
corresponds to said printer, and then sending sam print data in said rasterized format from said 
cable head end to said interface device s e t top box ^for printing on said printer. 

5. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the step for 
transmitting, in response to a determination that said secure communication path exists, said print 
data from said client application to said interface device s e t top box includes encrypting said print 
data, sending said encrypted print data from said client application to said cable head end, 
sending said encrypted print data from said cable head end to said interface device set top box , 
decrypting said print data, and sending the decrypted print data to saidyprinter for printing. 



6. (Currently amended) A fnethod'according to Claim 3, wherein said 
confirmation that said interface device s e t top box is a secure location is sent from said interface 
device s e t to p box to saia cable head end. 

7. (Original)YA method according to Claim 3, wherein said confirmation that said 
cable head end is a secure location is sent from said cable head end to said client application. 

8. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the step for 
transmitting, in response to a determination that said secure communication path exists, said print 
data from said client application to sam interface device set top box includes transforming, by 
said client application, said print data frqm said device-independent format to a rasterized format 
which corresponds to said printer, sendinAsaid print data in said rasterized format from said 
client application to said cable head end, and then sending said print data in said rasterized 
format from said cable head end to said interface device s e t top box for printing on said printer. 

9. (Original) A method accordingVo Claim 2, wherein said secure protocol is a 
secure sockets layer protocol. \ 

10. (Currently amended) A method according to Claim 2, wherein the step for 
determining whether said [[a]] secure communication pam exists between said client application 
and said interface device s e t to p box includes the transmission of at least one certificate from said 
interface device s e t top box to said cable head end and the transmission of at least one certificate 
from said cable head end to said client application. \ 
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11. (Currently amended) A method for the secure printing of print data from a 
client application residing on a data network to an interface device a s e t top box which has a 
printer, said interface device set top box residing on a digital cable network which has a cable 
head end for interfacing said (digital cable network to said data network, said method comprising 
the steps of; \ 

generating print data in said client application; 

determining that a secure communication path exists between said client 
application and said cable head end upon receipt through a secure protocol of a confirmation 
from said cable head end that said cable laead end is a secure location; 

sending, in response to a determination that said secure communication path 
exists, said print data from said client application to said cable head end in a device-independent 
format; \ 

transforming in said cable head end, said print data from said device-independent 
format to a rasterized format which corresponds toWd printer; 

determining that a secure communication path exists between said cable head and 
said interface device s e t top box upon receipt, through^ secure protocol, of a confirmation from 
said interface device set top box that said interface device s e t top box is a secure location; and 

sending, in response to a determination tha\ said secure communication path 
exists, said print data in said rasterized format from said cable head end to said interface device 
s e t top box for printing on said printer. \ 

12. (Currently amended) A method for the secure\printing of print data from a 
client application residing on a data network to an interface device a set top box which has a 
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printer, said interface device s e t top box re'siding on a digital cable network which has a cable 
head end for interfaciri^ said digital cable network to said data network, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

generating fcrint data in said client application; 

transforming,Vn said client application, said print data from said device- 
independent format to a rasterized format which corresponds to said printer; 

encrypting, in said client application, said print data in said rasterized format; 

sending said encryp\ed print data in said rasterized format from said client 
application to said cable head end; 

sending said encrypted Wit data in said rasterized format from said cable head 
end to said interface device set top box ; and 

decrypting, in said interfaceYevice s e t top box , said print data in said rasterized 
format for printing on said printer. 

13. (Currently amended) An apparatus for the secure printing of print data from a 
client application residing on a data network to an interface device a s e t top box which has a 
printer, said interface device s e t top box residing on kdigital cable network which has a cable 
head end for interfacing said digital cable network to said data network, comprising: 

a program memory for storing process step^s executable to perform a method 
according to any of Claims 1 to 12; and 

a processor for executing the process steps stoVed in said program memory. 
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14. (CWrently amended) Computer-executable process steps stored on a 
computer readable medium, said computer-executable process steps for the secure printing of 
print data from a client application residing on a data network to an interface device a set top box 
which has a printer, said interface device set top box residing on a digital cable network which 
has a cable head end for interlacing said digital cable network to said data network, said 
computer-executable process steps comprising process steps executable to perform a method 
according to any of Claims 1 to K 

15. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium which stores computer- 
executable process steps, the computer-executable process steps to achieve the secure printing of 
print data from a client application residing on a data network to an interface device a s e t top box 
which has a printer, said interface device s e \ top box residing on a digital cable network which 
has a cable head end for interfacing said digital cable network to said data network, said 
computer-executable process steps comprising process steps executable to perform a method 
according to any of Claims 1 to 12. 

16. (New) A method according to Cla^pi 1, wherein said interface device is a set 

top box. 

17. (New) A method according to Claim 1 1\ wherein said interface device is a set 

top box. 
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18. (New) A method according to Claim 12, wherein said interface device is a set 



top box. 



19. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 13, wherein said interface device is a 



set top box. 



20. (New) ComputerWecutable process steps according to Claim 14, wherein 
said interface device is a set top box. 

21. (New) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 15, wherein said 
interface device is a set top box. 

b>C^ * 22. (New) A method for the seeing printing of print data on a network, said 
\ 

method comprising the steps of: 

rendering print data; 

determining whether a secure commui|iJb^titonpef& to an interface device which 
has a printer exists; 

transmitting, in response to a determination thVt said secure communication path 
exists, said rendered print data to said interface device via a netWrk; and 

sending said rendered print data from said interfac^ device to said printer for 

printing. 
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Jj? 23. (Ne\y) A method according to 'Claim 22, wherein the step for determining 
whether said secure conWinication path to said interface device exists, includes the use of a 
secure protocol between aclient application and a cable head end, and between said cable head 
end and said interface devic 

^ 24. (New) A method according to Claim 23, wherein the step for determining 
whether said secure communication path to said interface device exists, further includes a 
confirmation through said secure protocol, that said cable head end is a secure location, and a 
confirmation, through said secure protocol^hat said interface device is a secure location. 

/0' 25. (New) A method according to Claim 23, wherein the step for determining 
whether a secure communication path to said interfacg^evice exists, includes the transmission of 
at least one certificate from said intertacedewce to said cable head end and the transmission of 
at least one certificate from said cable head enavto said client application. 

26. (New) An apparatus for the secure printing of print data on a network, 

comprising: 

a program memory for storing process \teps executable to perform a method 
according to Claim 22; and 

a processor for executing the process steps Vtored in said program memory. 
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27. (NeW) Computer-executable ptocess steps stored on a computer-readable 
medium, said computer-executable process steps for the secure printing of print data on a 
network, said computer-executable process steps comprising process steps executable to perform 
a method according to Claim 22. \ 

28. (New) A comput/r-raadable medium which stores computer-executable 
process steps, the computer-executable process stepsrto achieve the secure printing of print data 
on a network, said computer-executable processVsteps comprising process steps executable to 
perform a method according to Claim 22. \ 

29. (New) A method according to Claim 2a wherein the step for rendering print 
data includes rasterizing the print data by using a printer drive\corresponding to said printer. 
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